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Tbe Account ef the late Revival of Relaion af Wren- 
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© To conclude ; We can, upon the whole freely declare 
‘ our Opinion, T hes Almighty GOD hath begun, and now, 
‘ for more than two Years, been carrying on a glorisus Refor- 
* mation and Revival of pure and undehled Religion among 
‘ the People of our Charge ; convincing , hopetully CONVETTING g 
‘and greatly fanétifying, quickening and comforting many 
‘ among Us, by a wondeiful Efufion of the Dis INE 
« Spirit, accompanying the Word, Ordinances and Pro- 
« vidences. And that GOD hath been exceeding gcod to 
« us in preferving us from fuch Errors, Seperations, and 
¢ J)iforders, which, we have heard have been in fome other 
‘ Places. For which, may God have all the Glory. 

Thus we have eodeav oured to give a ju/? Account of {the 
¢ aes remarkable Revival of Religim in WrentHam ; 
‘ with an exact Regard to Truth, according to our Obferva- 
< tion and Remembrance, of Perfons, Converfations, and 
« Events. 

‘ Now, earneftly wifhing the Profperity of Zion ; and 
‘ begging the Prayers .of GOD’s People for us, and the 
¢ People under our immediate Care. We Subfcribe 


Henry Messtncer, Paftor of the fir Church 
in WRENTHAM. 
Exias Haven, Pattor of the fecond Church 


in WRENTHAM. 
Wrentham, ug. 12. 374%: 


. B. The Rev. Mr. Prince has the folowing Information 

nab ‘the Rev. Mr. Corton of Newton, referring to one 

remarkable Inflance, which fell under his Objervation, ql en 

éccaftanally at Wrentham in  Augutt 1742. Which we think 

proper to communicate to the Publick, i in vA dition to the foregoing 
faccount. 


HE firf Perfon that cried out under the preaching of the 
Word, in the firft Parith of es was aNlan more 
than 40 Years old, ata Cethure, Aug. 19. 1742, when Mr. 


Cotton was preaching from Afatth.11. 28. ene the clofe 
of the Sermon, the iaid Perfon /pake out with much Concern 
and Diftref$ about the State of his Soul. --- Soon after the 


Congregation was citniis’d, he went to difcourfe with Mr. 


Cotten 
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Cotton ; whe afking him the Rea/on of his crying out in the 
Affembly, in the Manner he had done, the Man reply ‘d, 
That he could not avoid his doing fo ; tho’ he had often fpake 
againft other People’s crying out,and had faid that they might, 
if. they would, refrain from it, and not difturb the Congres, 

tion in hearing. 

--- He then added, that he went to that LeTure, with a 
more ferious Coxcern upon his naind, than he had commonly 
done, that he might get Good by that Opportunity ; and he 
faid, that the /Yora he heard,. came with fuch Pawer upon 
him, that he could not he!p crying out, ond I fpeaking as he 
did.---When Inquity was made concerning his {piritu al State, 
he declar’d, He had been an nell. moral Yi er; had pray’d 
conftantly in his Family, tho’ not fo conftanty ly in fecret ; had 
made Confcience of attending the publick Worfhip of Gx IP, 
lov’d to hear (as he tho’t) faithful P reaching ;--- and he} ad 

een ready to conclude, he was in a good and faie State, and 
all was well with him. But xew he was b: vot to fee bike Sin 
Mifery, and Danger, ina patoral St ate, and his Need o Chri 
to help & fave him ; and to fee that if a new & faving Chance 
was not wrought by the Sprrit of Gop upen his Heart, he 
fhould be undone for ever ! --- And he exprets’d his Pears that 
the Day of Grace was over as to him, and that there was now 
no Hope for him.--- Upon which it was fucgefted to him, that 
now the Spirit of Gop was fo friving with him, he mich t 
be affur’d,that there was Hope concerning him ; and it look’d 
as tho? Gop was waiting to be gracious, if fuchConvictions 
were cherifh’d, 

Mr. Cotten gave him what Advice and Direction he tho’t 
needful, for one in his State and Circumftances, upon his firft 
eouiing to him.--- He came again the next Morning, pene was 
in as great Diftrefs as before, becauie of the Provocations he 
had given to the Spirit of Gop to forfake him, and to /?) 

#9 more with him; bute yet declar’d, he was refolv’d to / 
and plead (as he was able) for the Lown’ s Compaffion & Mercy 
to him; and faid, It G: op fhould not thew him Mercy »: , 
he believ’d the Sprrir would never /2 @rive with him an 
ynore.----- 


After confiderable Time fpent in converting with him, he 
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And uponJnquiry Mr.Cotton has been inform’d there is no 
Reafon to hope and believe that Gop has heard Prayer tor th 
Man, and not turned away his Mercy from him.” 


_ 





As Westerty and CHARLESTOWN in RuopeE 
Is_ AN D-Coleny ( of the Propagation fp Religion in which tu 
Towns we gave the Rev. Mr. PARK’ § Account in Page 201) a: 
about a Hundred Miles to the Southward of Bos TON 5 we no 
prejent cur Réaders with an Account of the Revival of Religion. 
Newark & EvizABeTH-Town in the Province of NEW 
JERSEY,cbove twoHundred & eighty Miles to theSouth-Wef 
ward of Bos ron ; as drawn up by the Rev. Mr.DicKINnson 
Paftor of a Church in the lak mentioned Town, and fent in 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft, as follows---- 


Elizabeth-Town, Auguf? 23. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
ws ae Compliance with your Defire, I fhall endeavour t 
give you a bricf Account of the late Revival of R 
ligion among us ;_ tho’ I dare not attempt to anfwer yor 
Expectations, by a particular Reprefentation of the exter 
five Spread of the religious Concern in the diftant Par 
of this Province, and in Penfyloamia , having no particul 
Acquaintance with the wonderful Stir, that has been fo muc 
f{poken of in fo manyPlaces in thofeParts ; ane being willing ! 
Jimit my Narrative to what fell under my more immediat 
Obfervaticn, in this Town and inNewaré which is contiguou 
to it. 
i Revival of Religion at New ark.]| 


In thefe Towns RELIGION was ina very low State; Profe 
fors generally dead and lifelefs ; and the Bedy of cur Peop! 
carclets, carnal and fecure ; that there was but little of th 
Power of Godlinefs appearing among us, tll fome ‘Time 1 


' 

ry 1739, (the fem bef re Neri bitefeld came firtt int 
thefcParts) sevtisns there wi asaremarkable Revival aaNEWARY 
eipecially among their rifing Generation: Many of who 
were now hrought under Coneiccions , and inftead of frequent 

‘their vain Comr any as ufual, were flocking to their M 
3 i, wih » that Important Inquiry, /7 bat frail we de to. 
luved 2 -~-- ‘This Concern increafed for a confiderable Tim 
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and in November, December and ‘January following, it became 
more remarkable, as well as more general. --- There was an 
apparent Reformation among the Youth of the Fown: their 
cuftomary Tavern-haunting, Frolicking, and other youthful 
Extravagancies,were now laid afide : A newFace of Things 
appeared in the Tow: All Occafions of religious Conver- 
fation were improv’d withDelight : A Serioufnefs,Solemnity, 
and devout Attention appeared in their publick Affemblies ; 
and a folemn Concern about their eternal Welfare,was vifible 
in the very Countenances of many.--- “This Revival of Reli- 
gion was chiefly obfervable among the younger ‘People, till the 
following March ; when the whole Town in general was 
brought under an uncommon Concern about their eternal 
Interefts ; and the Congregation appeared univerfally affected 
under fome Sermons that were then preached to ’em ; and 
there is good Reafon to conclude, that there was a confidera- 
ble Number who experienced a faving Change about that 
Time. ; 

TheSummer following,this awak’ningConcern fenfibly aba- 
ted,tho’ it did not wholly die away ; and nothing remarkable 
occured till Febr.1740,1.- when they were again vifited with 
the fpecial and mantfeft Effufions of the Spirit of Gon. --- 
A plain familiar Sermon then preached, without any peculiar 
Terror, Fervor, or affectionate Manner of Addrefs, was fet 
home with Power. Many were brought to {ce and feel, that 
till then, they had no more than a Name to live ; and Pro- 
feflors in general were put upon ferious and folemn Inquiries 
into the Foundation of their Hope. There feem’d to be very 
few in the whole Congregation, but what felt more or lefs of the 
Power of Gop at this happy Seafon ; tho’ the greate/# Con- 
cera now appeared among the ri/en Generation. --- There 1s 
good Reafon to conclude, that there were a greater Number 
now brought home to Chrift, than in the former gracious 
Vifitation. 

It was remarkable at this Seafon, that as Sinners were ge- 
nerally under an awakening diftrefiing Senfe of their Guilt 
and Danger ; fo the Children of God were greatly refrefhed 
and comforted ; their Souls were magnifying the Lorp,and 
sejoycing in Gop their Savisur, while others in diftrefling 
Agony were crying out, Aden and Brethren what fhalt 
wy do ? 

Tn 
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In the Summer following, this religious Concern {fenfibly 
decay’d ; tho’ the /incereConverts now held } faft their Prafeffion 
without wavering ; yet there were toa many who had been 
under Comviéticns, that grew carclefs and fecure; and all 
Endeavours prov’d ineffectual, to cive new Life to their for- 
mer Solicitude about their eternal Welfare. 

What feem’d greatly to contribute to this (now growing) 
Security among thefe, was the Pride, falfe and raf, Zealand 
Cenforioufnefs, which appeared amorig /ame few at thisTime, 
who made high Pretences to Religion. [his open’d the 
Mouths of many againft the whole Work ; and raifed that 
Oppofition which was not before +heard of ; almoft every 
Body feeming to acknowledge the linger of Gop in thefe 
wonderful Appearances, till this Handle was given to their 
Oppofition. And the dreadful Scandals of Mr. C---- which 
came to Light about this Time, prov’d a Means to ftill fur- 
ther harden many in their Deelenfion and Apoftacy. That 
unhappy Gentleman having made fo high Pretenfions to ex- 
traordinary Piety and Zeal, his Scandals gave the deepet 
Wound to vital and experimental Godlinefs. 

Thus Sir, I have faithfully given youa Narrative in fome 
brief and gencral Hints of the late Revival of Religion at 
Newark ; and fhall now proceed to give you a brief View 
of the likeManifeftations of the divineGrace atEL1z.ABETH- 
Town. 


[Revival of Religion at Evizapetu-Town. ] 


The nian Mr. Whitefield preach’d a Sermon here in 
the Fall of the Year 1739, toa numerous and attentive Audi- 
torv ; but I could obferve no further Influence upon ourPeo- 
ple by that AddrefS, than a general Thoughtfulne/s about Reli- 
gion; anda Promptituc le to make the ext) aordinary Zeal and 
Hiligence of that Gentleman, the common and turning 
‘I opick of their Converfation. J don’t know that there was 
ony one Perion brought under Conviction, or any new and 
ipecial Concern about their Salvation, by that Sermon ; nor 
more than one by any Endeavours that were ufed with them 
that Fall, or the tucceeding g Winter.--- Tho’ there was fuch a 
fhaking among the dry Be snes fo near to us, as is above re- 
prefented, and we had ree Accounts from Newark of 
the growing Difrefs am ng the ir Pec ple, (their young Pecopit 
efpeciaily) and of their awful lic itous Concern about their 

Salvation 3 
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Salvation ; eur Congregation remained yet fecure and carelefs ; 
and could not be awakened out of their Sleep. You will 
eafily <onceive, that this muft needs be an afflicting and 
difcouragin’ Confideration to me 3 that when from other 
Places, we nad the joyful News of fo many fying to Chrift 
asaCl 7, and as Doves to their Windows, had yet Caufe to 
complein, that I dabour’d in vain and fpent my Strength fw 
nought. But notwithftanding all thefe difcouraging Appea- 
rances, I could not but entertain ain uncommonConcern, par- 
ticularly for the young People of my Charge, during that 

Winter 5 and the enfuing Spring 3 which not only animated 
my Addrefies to the Theene of Grace on their Behalf, but 
my Endeavours alfo, to excite in them if poflible, fome 
affecting Senfe of their Mifery, Danger, and Neceflity of a 
Saviour. Tothat End, there were frequent Lectures appoint- 
ed for the young People i in partic ular ; but without any vifi- 
ble Succefs, until fume Time in ‘June 1740, when we had 
a remar hable Manifeflation of the DIVINE PRESENCE with 
us. 

Havirg at that Time invited the young People to hear a 
Sermon, there was a numerous Congregation conveen’d, 
which confifted chiefly of our Youth, tho’ there weie many 
others with them. I preacird to them a plain, practical 
Sermon ; without any Pathos or Pungency, or any {pecial 
Livelinefs or Vigour ; for I was then in a remarkably dead 
and dull Frame, till enliven’d by a /udden and deep Imprejfian 
which vifibly appear’d upon the Congregation in general.---- 
There was no Crying out, or Falling down ; (as ellewhere has 
happen’d) but the inward Diftrefs and Concern of the Audi 
ence difcover’d icfest, by their Tears and by an audzhie Schbine 
and Sighing in almof? all Parts of the Ajjembly. ie here ap- 
pear’d fuch ‘Tokens of a folemn and ae re mcern, as [ 
never before faw in anyCongrezation water, 


Time, we heard no more of our young ‘Pecpie’s meeting to- 
cether for Frolicks and extravagant Divertio had been 
ufual among them ; but inftead “ ereof, private Meetings for 
religious Es ercijes were by them fet up in teveral Parts of the 
Town. All our Opportunities of publick Wortlso, were 
carefully and conftantly attended by our Pesele in gereral ; 
and a ferious and fclemn Attention to the Miniuiry of the 
Word, wae obfervable in their very Count neces. Num 
bers were almoft daily repairing te me, ter Direction and 
A ‘ +e 
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Affiftance in their eternal Concerns. There were then pro- 
bably more came to me in one Day on thatErrand,than ufually 
in half a Years fpace before.* Ina Word, the Face of the 
Congregation was quite altered ; and Religion became the 
common Subjeé& of Converfation among a great Part of the 
People. 

Tho’ this Work began among our young People ; and the 
moft of thofe with whom we have Reafon to conclude it be- 
came effectual, were of the younger Sort; yet there were 
fome who had lived a carelefs and fenfual Life to an advanced 
Age, who were under Convidtions, and (I hope) /avingly 
brought bome toCHRIsT ; atthis blefled Time of the Effu- 
fions of his Hoty Spirit. And fome from the Epifcopal 
Congregation, who by occafional attending upon our publick 
Worfhip, were brought under Convictions, are now joined 
in Communion with us, and appear to be Chri/lians indeed. 

Tho’ there were fo many brought under Convictions a¢ 
once, we had very little Appearance of thofe irregular Heats 
among us, which are fo laudly complain’d of in fome other 
Parts of the Land. I don’t remember to have heard of above 
two or three Inftances of any Thing of that Nature, in this 
Congregation ; and thofe eafilv and {peedily regulated. 

it it cbfervable that this York was /ubfiantially the fame in 
all the differing Subjects of it, tho’ fome pafled thro’ much 
greater Degrees of Diftrefs and Terror than others ; and this 
Diftrefs lafted much longer with fome than with others ; yet 
all were brought under a deep Senfe of their Sin, Guilt, and 
Danger ; and none ( that I know of ) obtain’d /atisfyimg Di/- 
coveries of Safety in CHRisT, till they were firft brought to 
defpair of Help from themfelves or any of their own Refuges, 
and to fee and teel that they lay at Mercy. 

( To be finijhed in our next.) 





® Acreable to this, the Rev. Mr. Dickinfon in anotherLetter 
wrote about that Time to the Rev. Mr. Fexcroft, viz. 
September 4.1740, has thefe remarkablePafiages--- «1 have 
«+ {till the comfortable News to inform you ef, that there 
. ; - i R . ) - R , s . by va P. 
“6 is yet agreat Revival of Religion in thefe Parts. 1 have 
** had more young “People addrefs me for Dircétion in their 
€¢ fpiritual Concerns wishin this three Months than in thirty 
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